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01. Introduction  

The National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses was established under 

the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 which 

was passed unanimously by the Parliament to strengthen the administration of criminal justice 

process by introducing a proper legal framework and procedure for the protection of victims and 

witnesses. The key objective of establishing this Authority is to promote, protect and enforce the 

rights and entitlements of victims of crime and witnesses. In addition, this Authority is responsible 

for maintaining Protection Fund which is required to provide compensation for the physical and 

mental harm caused to the victims of crime, providing protection and other reliefs to the victims of 

crimes and witnesses, as well as investigating the offences against the victims of crime and witnesses 

and imposing the relevant sentences. 

Accordingly, the complaints received from the public are investigated, and the recommendations of 

the Panel appointed by the Board of Management are implemented upon forwarding relevant 

complaints to the said Panel. Similarly, after carrying out the threat assessment by forwarding the 

requests received from victims of crime and witnesses to the Police Assistance and Protection 

Division linked to the Authority, the protection is provided to the victim and witness as per the 

nature of such threat. Furthermore, this Authority carries out the duties such as providing protection 

to the victims and witnesses when participating in the court proceedings and making necessary 

arrangements to testify from safe places via contemporary audio-visual technology. 

The National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses was established under 

the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 which 

was passed unanimously by the Parliament to strengthen the administration of criminal justice 

process by introducing a proper legal framework and procedure for the protection of victims and 

witnesses. This Authority is administered by a Board of Management and the present cadre consists 

of 35 employees. The key objective of this Authority is to protect and assist entitlements and rights 

of victims of crime as well as entitlements of witnesses. The Act No. 10 of 2023 which prioritizes the 

assistance to, and protection of victims of crime and witnesses passed by the Parliament by updating 

this Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 has been 

enforced as a fresh Act with effect from 15th September 2023. 
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02. Vision & Mission of the Authority  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V Vision 

A Sri Lanka towards Protection of Victims of Crime 

and Witnesses 

 

 

 

 

V Mission 

Uphold and Enforce the Rights and Entitlements of 

Victims of Crime and Witnesses, and Promote, 

Protect, Enforce and Exercise such Rights and 

Entitlements.  
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03. Objectives & Functions of the Authority 

3.1 Objectives of the National Authority for the Protection of 

Victims of Crime and Witnesses   

4 Recognizing and promoting the rights and entitlements victims of crime and investigating the 

relevant complaints and implementing the said recommendations. 

5 Recognizing the entitlements of the witnesses and investigating the relevant complaints and 

implementing the said recommendations. 

6 Providing necessary assistance to and protection of victims of crime and witnesses. 

7 Sensitization of public officials regarding the rights and entitlements of victims of crime and 

witnesses. 

8 Taking legal actions regarding the offenses against victims of crime and witnesses. 

9 Maintaining and utilizing the ñVictims of Crime and Witnesses Assistance and Protection 

Fundò.   

10 Reducing crimes and conducting research in that regard. 

11 Developing measures to rehabilitate victims as an alternative for sentencing for crimes and make 

recommendations for the same. 

 

3.2 Duties and Functions of the National Authority for the 

Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses 

 

1. Recognition, protection and promotion of rights and entitlements of victims of crime.  

2. Recognition, protection and promotion of entitlements of witnesses.  

3. Inquire into complaints received regarding the infringement of the rights and entitlements of 

victims of crime or witnesses and taking necessary legal actions in that regard. 

4. Taking necessary measures to enable treatments, reparation, restitution and rehabilitation 

necessary for the victims of crime and witnesses.  

5. Granting awards to victims of crime and witnesses.  
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6. Making public aware of the rights and entitlements of victims of crime and witnesses 

provided for by this Act.  

7. Making everyone aware to provide protection and redress including necessary treatments, 

rehabilitation and counselling. 

8. Providing recommendations to amend to policies and other procedures of other institutions 

related to the rehabilitation of the rights and entitlements of victims and witnesses of crime. 

9. Providing information regarding freedom and assistance to obtain evidence via the 

contemporaneous audio-visual linkage system upon request made by every Authority or 

Commission or any person.  

10. Facilitating in accordance with the recognized norms for obtaining evidence via 

contemporary audio-visual linkage system upon request made by any Authority or 

Commission or any person.  

11. Making public officials aware about possible harms that may be caused on victims of crime 

and witnesses due to their age, gender, disability or any other special requirement, and ways 

of reducing crimes and conducting investigations in that regard. 

12. As an alternative for sentencing, improving measures to restitute victims of crime to their 

previous status and making relevant recommendations. 

13. Improving, adopting, and implementing schemes for providing of assistance to victims of 

crime and witnesses.  

14. Maintaining the Victims of Crime and Witnesses Assistance and Protection Division and 

issuing guidelines. 
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04. Organizational Structure & Staff of the 

Authority  

 
 4.1 Board of Management of the Authority 

 

The members appointed by the President in terms of the Act: - 

 

1. Chairman: - Mr. Suhada K. Gamalath, PC 

Retired Solicitor General, 

Attorney Generalôs Department  

 

2. Dr. Ajith Tennakoon  

           Chief Judicial Medical Officer  

 

3. Dr. V.P. Gamage  

Consultant  

 

4. Mr. Wimal Kumara 

Attorney at Law  

 

5. Miss Ruchira Gunasekara 

Attorney at Law 

 

Ex-officio Members: - 

1. Mr. Susantha Balapatabandi, PC 

Additional Solicitor General  

           Attorney Generalôs Department  

 

2.  Mr. Kamal Silva      

     Mr. Priyantha Weerasooriya       

                   Senior Deputy Inspector General of Police  

Crime and Motor Traffic Control Division 
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Police Headquarters  

 

3. Mr. Nimal Karunasiri  

Commissioner  

Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka 

 

4. Mrs. Piyumanthi Peris 

Attorney at Law 

Additional Secretary (Legal)  

Ministry of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms 

 

5. Mrs. N.H.M.W.N. Herath Kumari 

      Additional Secretary (Development)  

 Ministry of Women and Child Affairs and Social Empowerment 

6.   Mrs. M.S.P.Sooriyapperuma  

Additional Secretary (Law & Order) (Acting) 

        Ministry of Defence  

 

Observer (Treasury Representative) 

Mrs. P.L.J. Gunarathne 1, Director (Legal Affairs)   

Department of Management Audit 

Ministry of Finance, Economic Development, Policy Formulation, Planning and 

Tourism 

 

 

 

 
 

1 From March to December 2022 
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4.2 Members of the Audit and Management Committee 2023 

1. Mrs. Piyumanthi Peris ï Chairman 

Additional Secretary (Legal), Ministry of Justice, Prison Affairs and 

Constitutional Reforms 

 

2. Mrs. P.L.J. Gunarathne2, Director (Legal Affairs) 

Director General, Department of Management Audit, Ministry of Finance, 

Economic Development, Policy Formulation, Planning and Tourism 

3. Mrs. M.S.P. Sooriyapperuma - Member 

Additional Secretary (Law & Order) (Acting),  

Ministry of Defence 

4. Mr. Wimal Kumara3 -Member 

Attorney at Law  

 

5. Mrs. Sujeewa Perera ï Representative  

           National Audit Office  

6.  Mrs. Champa Balassoriya ï Observer  

  Ministry of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 From September to December 2022 
3 From September to December 2022 
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4.3 National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses  

Employee Summary 
 

Group 

 

Salary Code 

 

Approved 

Cadre 

Existing Cadre 

 

Vacant 

Senior Level 

Director General   HM 2-3 1 0 1 

Director  HM 1-3 6 4 2 

Assistant Director  MM 1-3 3 3 0 

Secretary to the Board of 

Management 
MM 1-3 1 1 0 

Tertiary Level 

Legal Officer  JM 1-1 3 1  2  

Internal Auditor  JM 1-1 1 0  1  

Investigation Officer  MA   4 6 4 2 

Protection Officer  MA   4 10 0 10 

Communication Officer  MA   4 1 0 1 

Information Officer  MA   4 1 0 1  

Translator  MA   4 1 0 1 

Secondary Level 

Management Assistant 

(Non-Technical) 
MA 1-1 9  6 3  

Safehouse Keeper  MA 1-1 1  0  1  

Primary Level 

Driver  PL 3 6 6 0 

Office Assistant  PL 1 6 5 1 

Total  56 30 26 

 -Table 01- 
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4.4 National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses  

-Organizational Structure- 

 

 

 

HM 2-3 (1) 

 

 

HM 1-3 (6)  

 

 

 

MM 1-3(4) 

 

JM 1-1 (4) 

 

MA ï 4 (19)  

MA 1-1 (10) 

PL  3 (6)  

Board of 
Management  

Director General 
Vacant (1)  

 

Director 
(Legal and Law 

Enforcement Division) 

Director 

(Finance 

Division) 

Director 
(Policy & 

Programme Division) 

Director 
(Administration & 

Management 
Division) 

Director 

(Assistance 

Services 

Division) 

Vacant (1) 

 Secretary to the 

Board of 

Management 

Assistant Director 

(Legal)  

Assistant Director 

(Admin) 

Assistant 

Director 

(Finance) 

Legal Officer 

(3) 

Protection 
Officer 

(10) 

Information 
Officer 

(1) 

Communication 
Officer 

Vacant (1)  

 

 

Translator 

(1) 

 

(1)v 

Investigation Officer 
  (6) 

 

(6) V 
Management Assistant (09), Safehouse Keeper (01)  

Internal Auditor 

(1) Vacant 
 

Driver (06)  

Office Assistant (06) 

Director 

(Protection 

Services 

Division) 

Vacant (1) 

 

  

PL  1 (6) 



12                                                           

                  

 
       

 

05. Performance 

5.1 Legal & Law Enforcement Division 

The National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses was established under 

the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 which was 

passed unanimously by the Parliament to strengthen the administration of criminal justice process by 

introducing a proper legal framework and procedure for the protection of victims and witnesses. This 

Authority is administered by a Board of Management and the present cadre consists of 35 employees. 

The key objective of this Authority is to protect and assist entitlements and rights of victims of crime 

as well as entitlements of witnesses. The Act No. 10 of 2023 which prioritizes the assistance to, and 

protection of victims of crime and witnesses passed by the Parliament by updating this Assistance to 

and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 has been enforced as a fresh 

Act with effect from 15th September 2023. 

 

The key function carried out by this division is to investigate into the complaints received in respect 

of the rights and entitlements of victims of crime and witnesses specified under section 3,4 and 5 of 

the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 10 of 2023. Similarly, 

action against offenders is taken by this division referring the complaints in respect of the offences 

against victims of crime and witnesses of the Part III of this act to the Police Division of the 

Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses and conducting investigations. In 

addition, this division also carries out granting compensations for the physical and mental sufferings 

and damages caused to the victims of crime and making necessary arrangements to provide evidence 

via audio-visual linkages. 

 

The total number of complaints received by the National Authority for the Protection of Victims of 

Crime and Witnesses from the public and government institutes from 01st January, 2023 to 31st 

December, 2023 is around 263.  
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5.1.1 - Complaints received during 2023 ï In Accordance with Geographical 

Areas: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

59%

13%

4%

2%

4%

5%

7%
4% 2%

Complaints Received During 2023
In Accordance with Geographical Area

Western Southern Central Nothern North-Central

North-Western Sabaragamuwa Eastern Uva

Province Number 

Western 257 

 Southern 55 

Central 20 

Northern 07 

North-Central 17 

North-Western 21 

Sabaragamuwa 31 

Eastern 17 

Uva 10 

Total 435 

-Graph 01- 

 

Table 02- 

 



14                                                           

                  

 
       

 

42%

23%

24%

11%

Nature of Complaints

Requests for Seeking Protection

Infringement of Rights and Entitlements

Investigation of Offences

Requests for Seeking Assistance

5.1.2 - Classification of Complaints: 

Complaints made to the Authority are classified as complaints in respect of the infringement of 

rights/entitlements of victims and witnesses and offences against victims and witnesses, according to 

the nature of complaints in terms of the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and 

Witnesses Act, as follows: - 

i. Requests for seeking protection 

ii.  Infringement of Rights and Entitlements  

iii.  Investigation of offences  

iv. Requests for seeking Assistance  

 

 

5.1.2.1. Receipt of complaints under each section during the year 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature of the 

complaint 

Number 

 

01. Requests for 

seeking protection 

189 

02. Infringement of 

rights and 

entitlements 

105 

03. Investigation of 

offences 

110 

04.Requests for 

seeking assistance  

48 

Total 452 

-Graph 02- 

 

-Table 03- 
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I. Infringement of Rights and Entitlements: 

Investigation of requests made in respect of infringement of rights and entitlements under sections 3 

and 4 of the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015.   

Number of complaints brought forward from the year 2022 123 

Number of complaints received so far in the year 2023 105 

Total  228 

Number of complaints completed investigations 58 

Number of complaints under further investigation 170 

 

II . Investigation of Offences: 

Investigation of requests received in respect of offenses under sections 8 and 9 of the Assistance to 

and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015. 

Number of complaints brought forward from the year 2022 97 

Number of complaints received so far in the year 2023 110 

Total 207 

Number of complaints completed investigations 29 

Number of complaints referred to the Police Division and Police 

Stations for investigation 

178 

 

III . Requests for Seeking Assistance: 

Providing appropriate and equitable redress including compensation and restitution, for any harm, 

damage or loss suffered for being a victim of crime. 

Number of complaints brought forward from the year 2022 58 

Number of complaints received so far in the year 2023 48 

Total 106 

Number of complaints completed giving assistance 16 

Number of complaints prepared of filing VIS 40 

-Table 04- 
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Number of complaints prepared for testifying via contemporaneous 

audio-visual linkages  
20 

Number of complaints pending further assistance 30 

                                                -Table 6- 

 

Instances of appearing before courts to plead on behalf of victims from 01.01.2023 

ï 31.12.2023 

Year Court 

Number of instances of 

appearing before courts to plead 

on behalf of victims 

2023 Á High Court of Colombo 13 

Á Magistrate Court of Colombo 4 

Á Magistrate Court of Galle 6 

Á Magistrate Court of Horana 3 

Á Magistrate Court of Galgamuwa 2 

Á Magistrate Court of Panadura 1 

Á Magistrate Court of Pettah 4 

Á Magistrate Court of Hettipola 2 

Á High Court of Gampaha 2 

Á Magistrate Court of Kaduwela 1 

Á High Court of Matale 1 

Á Magistrate Court of Kalutara 1 

Total 40 
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5.1.3 - Testifying via Contemporaneous Audio-Visual Linkage System:  

Number of complaints received to the legal division for testifying via contemporaneous audio-visual 

linkages from 01st January, 2023 to 31st December, 2023. 

Year Court 

Number of instances of participating for 

obtaining evidence via contemporaneous 

audio-visual linkages  

2023 Á High Court of Colombo 6 

 Á Magistrate Court of 

Galgamuwa 

2 

 Á High Court of Negombo  3 

 Á High Court of 

Embilipitiya 

3 

Total 14 

 

 

It is a particular fact that the requests referred to testify via contemporaneous audio-visual linkages by 

the Court have been increased. Accordingly, obtaining evidence not only locally, but from foreign 

countries as well is conducted by this Authority. 

 

Number of instances of appeared before courts for the cases filed against the Authority from 

01.01.2023 ï 31.12.2023  

Date of Appearing Case No. Court  

09.01.2023 SCFR/372/20 Supreme Court 

16.02.2023 CA (writ) 430/22 Court of Appeal  

24.02.2023 CA (writ) 430/22 Court of Appeal  

02.03.2023 CA (writ) 430/22 Court of Appeal  

15.03.2023 SCFR/90, 102, 228/20 Supreme Court 
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24.03.2023 CA (writ) 430/22 Court of Appeal  

06.04.2023 CA (writ) 430/22 Court of Appeal  

23.11.2023 CA (writ) 305/23 Court of Appeal  

Number of files forwarded advising the relevant police stations for the investigations being carried 

out under the Act No. 10 of 2023 as per the requests made to advise by various police stations - 37 

 

5.2 Protection Services Division 

This division takes necessary measures to provide protection for the victims of crime and witnesses. 

Upon receiving a complaint or a court or commission order to the Protection Services Division, the 

said Protection Services Division calls for threat assessment reports from the Assistance and 

Protection Division regarding whether there is any threat to the victim of the relevant crime or 

witness. The necessary protection is provided by this Division to the victim of crime or witness after 

taking the nature and the extent of the threat to such victim of crime or witness in accordance with the 

relevant threat assessment reports and the necessary arrangements are made to provide interim 

protection to the relevant victim of crime or witness until the threat assessment reports are received. 

The total number of complaints received to the Protection Services Division from 01st January, 2023 

to 31st December, 2023 is 189. 

Actions taken for such complaints are stated below: -  

 Year 
Number of 

Complaints  

Complaints under 

investigation and 

for which interim 

protection is being 

provided 

Complaints 

for which 

interim 

protection is 

being 

provided and 

has been 

provided 

Closed 

complaints 

Complaints 

referred to 

Attorney 

General for 

advice 

Complaints 

brought forward 

from previous 

years 

171 39 100 31 01 

2023 189 162 18 09 - 

Total 360 201 118 40 01 

-Table 9- 
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Orders received from 01.01.2023 to 30.09.2023 are as follows: -  

Year 
Number of Court 

and Commission 

Orders 

Orders for which interim 

protection is being 

provided 

Closed Orders 

Orders brought 

forward from 

previous years 

38 27 11 

2023 19 18 01 

Total 57 45 12 

-Table 10- 

 

¶ Number of victims who were provided protection under transport facilities of the Authority 

for participating in court proceedings is four (4). 

¶ Two court orders have been received in 2023 for the payment of expenses incurred in 

participating court proceedings from 01.01.2023 to 31.12.2023 and steps are being taken 

for the payment of money in that regard. Similarly, a female witness, who is a victim of 

crime in relation to a court order received in 2019 has been paid money for participating in 

court proceedings in respect of three session of a trial during 2023. 

¶ Three evidence obtaining were done via audio-visual linkages by the Protection Services 

Division. 

 

5.3 Policy & Programmes Division  

It is stated in the Act that making the public aware of the rights and entitlements of the victims of 

crime and witnesses and sensitization of various Government Institutions working in this regard by 

the National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses as a responsibility of the 

said Authority. Therefore, various programmes executed by the Authority in 2023 are as follows: - 
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I. Celebration and performing concurrent activities of ñThe Assistance to and 

Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Day ï 7th Marchò 

Upon declaring 07th March as a ñAssistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and 

Witnesses Dayò by the Cabinet of Ministers, with the intention of making the society 

aware of the victims of crime and witnesses, taking the number of persons including 

women and children victimized due to the crimes increasing day by day in Sri Lanka, the 

said day was celebrated on 7th March, 2023 at the main hall of the Vidyawardhana Maha 

Vidyalaya, Pelawatta, Battaramulla under the precedence of the Minister of Justice, Prison 

Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, Hon. Dr. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Postmaster General launched the Commemorative Stamp and the First Day Cover on the 

occasion of the ñAssistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Dayò and they were 

presented to distinguish guests including the Minister. 

The State Minister of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms, Attorney-at-Law, Hon. 

Anuradha Jayaratne, members of the Board of Management including Chairman of the Authority, the 
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Director General and the Directors/Assistant Directors as well as Senior Officers of the Police 

Assistance and Protection Division and the Representatives of the United Nations Development 

Programme and parents and students (100) participated for this celebration. Moreover, the short film 

about the Act was screened there for the first time. This programme was fully sponsored by the 

United Nations Development Programme and the lunch for all the students (350) of the school and a 

tea party for the participants, was provided by them. One-page advertisements were published in the 

Dinamina, Thinakaran and Daily News newspapers, with concurrent to the celebration of this day. 

Moreover, all District/Divisional Secretaries were informed through letters and the media unit of the 

Minister of the Ministry of Justice widely publicized the importance of this day through all television 

and radio media. 
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Conducting Awareness and Sensitization Programmes: 

Programme I  

Making aware of the Attorneys-at-Law of the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka 

A programme was conducted on 13th May, 2023 at the Mount Rich Hotel in Galle to make aware and sensitize 

45 Attorneys-at-Law of the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka serving attached to the Southern Province. 

This programme was especially conducted aiming to provide free legal aids for the victims/witnesses without 

an economic capacity and such Attorneys-at-Law were informed and sensitized to prioritize and consider 

humanely on such cases. This programme was sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme. 

 

 

 

Programme I I  

Conducting Awareness and Sensitization Programmes for the Polce Officers in the Central 

Province 

A one-day awareness and sensitization programme on the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of 

Crime and Witnesses Act, No. 4 of 2015 was held on 8th July, 2023 at the Topaz Hotel in Kandy with 

the participation of 33 Senior Police Officers in the Central Province. The purpose of this programme 

proposed by the Board of Management of the Authority is to being able to properly direct and advise 

the junior officers through the knowledge gained about this Act by all the senior officers. 
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A two-day awareness and sensitization programme for Officers in Charge of Crime Divisions and the Officers 

in Charge of Special Police Units (99) of the Police Stations in the Central Province was held on 15th and 16th 

July, 2023 at the Devon Hotel in Kandy. Among the issues arouse in both programmes, it was deeply discussed 

about the adjournments of court and the delay in the reports of the Forensic Medical Officers was especially 

taken into consideration among the facts referred to by the police officers as solutions for the aforesaid issue. 

These programmes were sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme. 

 

 

 

In line with the concept of the 

Honorable Minister of Justice,  

 

  

Programme I II  

Making aware of the Grama Niladhari Officers and Field Officers of the Divisional Secretariats 

under the awareness pilot project of the Kalutara District and Survey on the Victims 

 

Awareness programmes for Grama Niladhari officers and Field Officers attached to the Divisional Secretariats 

of Mathugama, Bandaragama, Bulathsinhala, Panadura and Dodanduwa were held at the auditoriums of the 

respective Divisional Secretariats respectively on 8th, 29th, 31st May, 24th June and 10th August with the 

participation of 120, 115, 110, 122 and 110 Grama Niladhari Officers and Field Officers. Awareness was made 

of the Act and Authority in these programmes.  
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Similarly, a one-day seminar was held on 28th July at Citrus Hotel in Waskaduwa with participation of the 

District Secretary of the Kalutara District, Assistant District Secretaries and all Divisional Secretaries and the 

key objectives of the seminar was to direct the junior officers in the implementation of this Act by making the 

above-mentioned officials aware. Questionnaires for collecting information of the Kalutara District were given 

to the Grama Niladhari Officers at the awareness programmes. 
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Programme IV 

Survey on the Victims 2023 carrying out concurrent to the awareness programmes - Ampara 

Awareness programmes were held for 110 Grama Niladhari Officers and Field Officers each of the Divisional 

Secretariates of Uhana and Damana in the District of Kalutara at the auditoriums of such Divisional 

Secretariates respectively on 7th, 8th, and 9th September. Necessary arrangements were made at the awareness 

programmes to survey on the victims. 
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Programme V 

Awareness and sensitization programme for Forensic Medical Officers 

This programme was held on 16th September, 2023 at Citrus Hotel in Waskaduwa with the participation of all 

the Forensic Medical Officers in Sri Lanka. A discourse was held about delaying of reports from the 

Department of Police as well as Forensic Medical Officers and effective suggestions were made in that regard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme VI  

Technical Session on the new Act No. 10 of 2023 for the Technical Officers of the Police 

Assistance and Protection Division and the Authority  

This workshop was held on 4th September, 2023 at BMICH with the participation of 45 Technical Officers of 

the Police Assistance and Protection Division and the Authority. A discussion was taken place here in respect 

of the particular differences of the comparative law about the Act No. 4 of 2015 and the Act No. 10 of 2023. 
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Programme VII  

Survey on the Victims 2023 carrying out concurrent to the awareness programmes - 

Monaragala 

Awareness programmes were held for 110 Grama Niladhari Officers and Field Officers each of the Divisional 

Secretariates of Buttala, Monaragala and Wellawaya in the District of Monaragala at the auditoriums of such 

Divisional Secretariates respectively on 11th, 12th, and 13th October. Necessary arrangements were made at the 

awareness programmes to survey on the victims. 
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Programme VIII  

Awareness and sensitization programme for the Attorneys-at-Law of the Colombo High Court 

Lawyersô Association  

Upon the request of Colombo High Court Lawyersô Association, an awareness and sensitization 

programme was held on 4th November, 2023 at the Waters Edge Hotel with the participation of 60 

Attorneys-at-Law. A broad discourse was taken place there especially on the Act No. 10 of 2023. 
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Programme IX  

Special Awareness Programme to Educate School Children on the prevention of being 

victimized and reduction of crimes ï Prince of Walesô College, Moratuwa. 

This programme was held on 4th November, 2023 at the conference hall of the Prince of Wallesô College ï 

Moratuwa with the participation of 120 students of the said school. These students, being a group that provides 

counselling services upon the sanction of prefects as well as teachers who bear leadership, will contribute for 

the reduction of being victimized of crimes inside and outside of the school. 
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Programme X 

Awareness and sensitization programme for the Attorneys-at-Law of the Embilipitiya High 

Court Lawyersô Association  

Upon the request of Embilipitiya High Court Lawyersô Association, an awareness and sensitization 

programme was held on 9th December, 2023 at Centauria Lake Resort in Embilipitiya with the 

participation of 50 Attorneys-at-Law. They were specially made aware on the Act No. 10 of 2023. 
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Programme XI  

Special Awareness Programme to Educate School Children on the prevention of being 

victimized and reduction of crimes ï Princess of Walesô, Moratuwa 

This programme was held on 22nd December, 2023 at the main hall of the Princess of Wallesô College ï 

Moratuwa with the participation of 120 students of the said school. These students, being a group that provides 

counselling services upon the sanction of prefects as well as teachers who bear leadership, will contribute for 

the reduction of being victimized of crimes inside and outside of the school. 
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II.  Setting up Pull-up banners and displaying them in the institutional premises  

The Pull-Up banners set out from the provisions of 2022 which describes the role of the 

Authority very briefly and in a comprehensible manner to the public, were displayed in 

public areas of the premises of the following institutions in 2023. This can be stated as a 

part of the public awareness process about the Authority. 

1. The Ministry of Justice, Prison Affairs and Constitutional Reforms. 

2. Institute of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology. 

3. Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment. 

4. Ministry of Public Administration and Home Affairs. 

5. Department of Immigration and Emigration. 

6. Department of Registration of Persons. 

7. National Child Protection Authority. 

8. Premises of the National Authority. 

9. Ministry of Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowermrnt. 

10. Ministry of Education Sri Lanka ï Isurupaya. 

III.  All media were made aware through the Media Unit of the Minister to the Ministry of Justice on 

2nd March, with the intension of making the public aware of the Authority. The Chairman of the 

Authority, Director-General, Director ï Legal, and Director ï Policy and Programme participated 

for this occasion.  

IV.  The Director of the Legal and Law Enforcement Division participated for a public awareness 

programme on the role of the Authority on 7th March via Haritha TV. 

V. Contribution was made to a programme in respect of ñProtection of Female Victims and 

Witnessesò organized by the National Police Commission at the Auditorium of the Office of the 

Deputy Inspector General of Police ï Colombo on the occasion of the International Womenôs Day, 

with the participation of women police officers on 8th March. 

VI.  The Secretary to the Board of Management explained to the public about the service that can be 

gained by the victimized women from the Authority in the interview on ITN channel on the 

occasion of the International Womenôs Day on 8th March. 

VII.  An online lecture was carried out by the Secretary to the Board of Management of the Authority 

about the Act on 29th, 30th and 31st May for 450 Chief Inspectors of Police of the National Police 

Commission. 

VIII.  A lecture was carried out by the Secretary to the Board of Management of the Authority about the 

Act on 17th May for 40 Police Officers at the Police Inservice Training Institute. 

IX.  A lecture was carried out by the Secretary to the Board of Management of the Authority about the 

Act on 02nd September for Legal and Police Officers of the Commission to Investigate Allegations 

of Bribery or Corruption. 
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X. Bonded with Victim Support Asia (VSA), an international institute which provides assistance to 

the victims in July, 2023 and two victims who sought the Assistance from the Authority were 

awarded US $1000 (around Rs. 300,000.00) for each by joining to the competitive programme of 

the VSA, to reduce the damage caused such victims due to the victimization of them. 

XI.  Annual Report of the Authority in 2022 was prepared in all three languages and submitted for the 

approval of the Cabinet of Ministers. 

XII.  The Progress Report of the Authority to the budget debate 2023 was prepared in all three 

languages and submitted for the Parliament through the Ministry of Justice. 

XIII.  The programme to aware of the Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses 

Act, No. 10 of 2023 and the discussion on comparative changes with the Act No. 4 of 2015 was 

held with the participation of the Senior Officers of the Authority and the Officers of the Police 

Assistance and Protection Division on 04th October at the BMICH. 

XIV.  The Secretary to the Board of Management, representing the Authority carried out lectures for the 

National Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force on 16th August and for Divisional Secretaries on 06th 

December. 

XV. The Secretary to the Board of Management of the Authority carried out a lecture for the 

programme held on 20th September for the Child Rights and Foreign Services Development 

Officers together with the Ministry of Defence and Safe Foundation Institute. 

XVI.  The Secretary to the Board of Management carried out a lecture on 20th September for the round 

table conference about the method of referring a person to an expert for advice organized by the 

Transparency International Institute. 
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5.4 Administration & Management Division 

Local / Foreign Trainings: 

the staff has not been referred for either local or foreign training programmes during the relevant 

period. (provisions has not been received) 

 

Procurements  

No. Description / Details about the procurements Cost (Rs.) 
Money Allocation 

Method 

01 Construction of a protective iron fence around the 

Safehouse. 965,000.00 

United Nations 

Development 

Programme 

02 Arrangement of a office cabin for the Internal Audit 

Officer 222,000.00 Capital (GOSL) 

03 Purchasing of 10 chairs for the meeting hall 
404,990.00 

(tax inclusive) 
Capital (GOSL) 

04 Purchasing of a water filter and an electric fan to the 

Head Office. 

52,860.00 

14,720.00 
Capital (GOSL) 

 

Human Resource Management: 

01. The approved cadre for this Authority is 56 and currently 30 are employed. Total vacancies of 

the Authority are 26. Accordingly, the Sub-Committee to the Cabinet of Ministers approved 

the recruitment of officers to recruit for the vacancies of the essential posts of the Authority as 

follows: - 

No. Post Salary Code Number of 

officers 

requested for 

Number of 

officers 

recommended by 

the Committee 

01 Director (Protection) HM 1-3 01 01 

02 Legal Officer JM 1-1 02 02 

03 Protection Officer MA 4 03 03 

04 Investigation Officer MA 4 01 01 
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02. An Internal Audit Officer was recruited on acting basis. 

 

Post No. of Posts Current Situation 

Director (Protection) 01 Applications were called and had no eligible 

applications 

Legal Officer 02 Recruitments are over 

Investigation Officer 01 Interviews are over 

Protection Officer 03 Interviews are scheduled to be on 03.01.2024 

Safehouse Keeper 01 Recruitments are over 

 

 

¶ Newly approved posts during last two years and this years 

Year Post No. of 

Posts 

Other Details 

2021 - - - 

2022 Safehouse Keeper 01 This post was approved by 

suppressing a post of 

Management Assistant  

2023 - - - 

 

ü Board of Management and Other Meetings 

Board of Management Meeting - 13 

Board of Audit and Management 

Meetings 

- 02 

Meetings with the Secretary - 01 

Meetings of Senior Management 

Officers 

- 05 
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5.5 Finance Division 

FINANCIAL PROGRESS 

 

The Protection Fund of the Authority established in terms of the Act, and it has been grown up to 

28.78 million rupees as at 31.12.2023. 

 

Financial Progress from 01.01.2023 to 31.12.2023 ï Provisions of the Government: 

Description 

Provisions 

for the year 

2023 

(Million Rs.)  

Amended 

Provisions 

2023 

 (Million 

Rs.) 

Released 

Provisions 

(Million 

Rs.) 

Expenditure 

As at 31.12. 

2023 

(Million 

Rs.) 

Financial 

Progress as at 

31.12.2023 from 

Exempted from 

Provisions (%) 

Financial 

Progress as at 

31.12.2023 from 

Allocated 

Provisions (%) 

 

Recurrent 

Expenditure 

50.00 49.16 45.58 44.42 

 

100% 98% 

 

Capital 

Expenditure 

6.00 6.00 1.5 1.22 92.5% 81% 

 

Total 

56.00 55.16 47.08 45.64 97% 83% 

          -Table 

13- 

Financial Progress from 01.01.2023 to 31.12.2023 ï Provisions UNDP: 

Description 

Provisions 

for the year 

2023  

(1st 

installment 

ï 2023) 

(Million Rs.)  

Released 

Provisions 

(Million 

Rs.) 

Expenditure 

As at 31.12. 

2023 

(Million 

Rs.) 

Financial 

Progress as at 

31.12.2023 from 

Exempted from 

Provisions (%) 

 

Recurrent 

Expenditure 

12.83 12.83 10.12 79% 

 

Total 

12.83 12.83 10.12 79% 
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06. Financial Statement & Audit Report  
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